THE  FOUR  GEORGES
he mentioned the names of his opponents in full, instead
of merely using initials, as was the custom of the day.
Proceedings were thereupon taken against him by a
general warrant (that is to say, a warrant in which no
individual names are mentioned), but the courts held that
he was exempted from arrest by his privilege as a M.P.
Then ensued the episode of Sandwich's attack on the
Essay on Woman^ which had never been published, in the
House of Lords, while the Commons voted No. 45 of The
North Briton to be a seditious libel, and ordered it to be
burnt by the common hangman. Wilkes found it safer
to withdraw to France; when he returned he was elected
for Middlesex, but the House of Commons would not
allow him to take his seat, and declared his defeated
opponent elected in his place. In the end the victory of
Parliament proved to be but Pyrrhic, for the nation
showed clearly that it agreed with Chatham:
"Tyranny is detestable in every shape; but in none so
formidable as when it is assumed and exercised by a
number of tyrants."1
Wilkes had one asset in that age of time-serving, his
opposition was at least open, as Byron testified:
A merry, cock-eyed, curious-looking sprite
Upon the instant started from the throng,
Dress'd in a fashion now forgotten quite;
For all the fashions of the flesh stick long
By people in the next world; where unite
All the costumes since Adam's, right or wrong,
From Eve's fig-leaf down to the petticoat,
Almost as scanty, of days less remote.
The spirit look'd around upon the crowds
Assembled, and exclaim5d, "My friends of all
1 cf. Green, W, D.: William Pitt, Earl of Chatham^ pp. 312-318.
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